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"The arrival sequence became the genesis for the design," says architect Mark 

Lawton of the net-zero home he brought to life on the banks of the Westport River. 

"To get there, one must travel down a short, heavily wooded dirt road. After a sharp 

bend, a framed vista of the river explodes before you." 

This hidden cove was formerly home to a fisherman's shack and an oyster bed- 

and although it looks idyllic, the site posed a considerable set of constraints, 

including a modest and unmodifiable footprint and a closely situated neighboring 

property.  "All of my client's program had to fit into a simple rectangle without a 

high roofline, which would block the neighbor's water view," Lawton notes. The 

property is also located in a high-impact flood zone, with the potential for surging 

waters to wash up the banks. 
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An expansive deck stretches a total of 638 square feet around the side of the home. 

Design Imaging Studios 

Wood continues to set the tone inside. The home's white oak flooring and tile cost $BOK, while 

the custom interior millwork cost $30K. 

Design Imaging Studios 







A subtle palette allows the warm, natural tones of the wooden furniture to come to the fore. 

Design Imaging Studios 

A built-in fireplace turns up the cozy factor in the winter months. Smart and efficient heating and cooling 

systems are integrated throughout, at a cost of $50K. 

Design Imaging Studios 
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